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In recognition of National Health Center Week, Congressman Blumenauer toured the Oregon
Health and Science University (OHSU) Family Health Center at Richmond in southeast
Portland.

  

Touring with Medical Director Nicholas Gideonse

  

Recognized for its patient-focused medical home model, the clinic provides access to affordable
primary care for patients in southeast Portland who are uninsured or who are low-income.
Blumenauer also met with health care providers at the clinic and members of the Oregon
Primary Care Association (OPCA) to discuss the implementation of health care reform and the
ways reform can be protected and encouraged.

  

“We need to focus on value, not volume,” Blumenauer stated in the meeting. “Health care
reform isn’t about short-changing anyone – this is about focusing on the patient and ensuring
they receive appropriate care when it’s needed from the right medical providers.”
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  In a separate ceremony, Blumenauer was awarded OPCA’s Health Center Hero Award for hiscontinuing leadership in the health care reform debate and his support at the federal level forcommunity health centers through programmatic requests.  He was also recognized for leadinga recent delegation letter to President Obama that stressed the importance of Medicaid for ourmost vulnerable citizens and advocated for the protection of this critical program.  
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